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CONFIDENTIAL FREETOWN 1707 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PORG, SL, KN, KS 

SUBJ: NORTH KOREA MAY BE CHANGING TACTICS IN AFRICA 

1 . DURING CONVERSATION, SOUTH KOREAN DCM REMARKED THAT HIS 
EMBASSY WAS STRUCK BY PRESENCE OF SOVIET, CUBAN AND GUINEAN 
DIPLOMATS AT A NUMBER OF RECENT NORTH KOREAN EMBASSY SOCIAL 
AND CULTURAL EVENTS. DCM EXPLAINED THAT FOR PAST TWO YEARS 
NORTH KOREANS IN FREETOWN HAVE BEEN LONERS, CONFINING GUESTS 
TO MEMBERS OF GOVERNMENT AND SIERRA LEONE-NORTH KOREAN 
FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION ON SIGNIFI- 
CANCE, DCM SAID HIS EMBASSY BELIEVES NORTH KOREANS MAY BE 
CHANGING TACTICS. IN PAST, NORTH KOREANS TOOK LEAD IN APP- 
ROACHING HOST GOVERNMENTS ON KOREAN QUESTION, OFTEN IN OVERLY 
AGGRESSIVE AND REPETITIOUS MANNER. HIS EMBASSY NOW BELIEVES 
NORTH KOREANS MAY REALIZE THEIR PAST TACTICS HAVE BEEN 
SELF-DEFEATING AND MAY BE SEEKING TO HAVE NATIONS FRIENDLY 

TO NORTH KOREA TAKE LEAD IN PRESENTING THEIR POSITIONS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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TO AFRICAN GOVERNMENTS. 

2. WHEN ASKED IF KOREAN ISSUE WAS EXPECTED TO ARISE IN UN 

THIS YEAR, DCM SAID ALL SOUTH KOREAN EMBASSY HAVE BEEN GIVEN 
INSTRUCTIONS TO REPORT DEMARCHES MADE BY NORTH TO HOST 
GOVERNMENTS ON THIS SUBJECT AND TO DATE NO SUCH PRESENTATIONS 
HAVE BEEN MADE TO GOSL. 
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